






At various side-events Rebecca Moore from Google 
Earth and her colleagues showed how modern tech-
nology can help in a most effective way indigenous 
(and other) communities to identify (external) threats 
to their territories and livelihoods and share them in 
real-time through the internet and the new media 
with interested audiences around the world. For the 
implementation of UNDRIP and the other internatio-
nal agreements on indigenous rights, human rights 
in general and the fight against pollution, illegal hun-
ting, poaching and fishing these new forms of com-
munication are of great importance.

United Nations Environment Programme
Universal membership of its Governing Council, 
more and more predictable financial resources, a 
stronger role to coordinate its mandate throughout 
the UN System were important decisions at Rio+20 
to strengthen UNEP. However, it still remains a ”pro-
gramme” with almost no operational field-based res-
ponsibilities and definitely not a full-fledged UN Spe-
cialised Agency. As a consequence, it is not easy for 
UNEP to play that coordinating role, not being in the 
centre of the UN System.

Where-to after Rio+20?
With so few operational commitments for the coming 
period, it would be best to take away from Rio+20 the 
new insights, inspiration and network contacts ac-
quired there to the arenas which really count. These 
include the Climate Change Convention (COP18), 
which will be held from 27 November – 7 Decem-
ber 2012 in Doha, Qatar and where the future of the 
Kyoto Protocol will be decided and progress with 
REDD+ may occur. The meetings of the State Parties 
to UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, the Ram-
sar convention on Wetlands, and the meetings of the 
other Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) 
are also important upcoming events. 

During Rio+20, the C-40, the 40 mega-cities, inclu-
ding Rio de Janeiro, met under the chairmanship of 
Michael Bloomberg, Mayor of New York. Their com-
mitment to combat climate change and create more 
liveable and self-sufficient cities as well as the com-
mitment of the private sector and, especially of the 
local communities and initiatives - honoured by the 
Equator Prize Awards at a lively ceremony in central 
Rio de Janeiro on 20 June - seem to feature the more 
important actors on the global stage for sustainability 

and environmental justice compared to the govern-
ments assembled at Rio+20.

However, in the end, governments and intergovern-
mental agreements remain indispensable to achieve 
these values, so dialogue, advocacy and coopera-
tion have to continue in the areas and arenas which 
count.

Among the objectives of Project COBRA, we advocate 
that community-owned solutions for the manage-
ment of ecosystem services are the most effective 
and efficient way to maximise social justice and eco-
logical sustainability. We will continue to push for the 
integration of these solutions within policies addres-
sing social, economic and environmental crises in the 
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More information on how communities get organised on 
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